
RIM Mission Sunday Handout

Overview

Introducing RIM: This parish mission seeks to order our lives to God through
relationship, identity, and mission. These three movements reflect the natural
alignment of our humanity to God. A life of holiness & charity begins with and remains in
a loving relationship with Jesus. This relationship secures our identity in Christ and
enables us to live the mission God has prepared for us. Bypassing the relationship with
Jesus obscures our identity and misdirects the fulfillment of our God-given mission.

Context of the RIM Mission: The RIM parish mission consists of three talks, one each
evening. Participants should make time for prayer and journaling each day of the
mission. The talks invite participants to desire, pursue, and (1) remain in relationship
with Jesus so that they may continuously (2) receive the fullness of their baptismal
identity in Him. By choosing to stay in the relationship with Jesus which fosters this
identity, the Lord invites them to (3) respond to the mission of Jesus as it is uniquely
given to them in leading others to encounter Him.

Goal and Objectives

Goal: The main goal of the RIM parish mission is to prioritize relationship with Jesus as
the foundation of our identity which feeds our personal mission carried out in,
with, and through Him.

Objectives: The main objectives of the parish mission include:

R Prioritizing remaining in relationship with Jesus above all else.
Introducing prayer as a personal response to God’s presence through ARRR.

I Rekindling our desire to receive our identity in Christ anew at each moment.
Deepening our desire for personal growth and healing through prayer,
Scripture, and Sacraments.

M Inclining the heart to know & respond to the personal mission given by Christ.
Accepting the role of our mission in service to the universal Church.

These six key objectives build on each other as they follow the structure of RIM.
Remaining in relationship is tethered to prayer as our personal response to God’s
presence. Participants will be invited to practice ARRR (Acknowledge, Relate, Receive,
Respond) in prayer. Receiving our identity is united to our restoration through the
liturgical and sacramental life of the Church. Responding to mission is tied to the
interconnectivity of our personal mission as it is played out in the universal mission of
the Church.
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Itinerary

As a participant in this parish mission, I am asking you to commit to coming all three
nights of the parish mission, and to spend at least 15 minutes in prayer each day of the
mission to receive the graces the Lord is giving you. Each night of the mission you will
receive a sheet with an outline of the talk and reflection questions. Journaling with the
reflection questions would be a great place to begin a time of prayer. It is my hope that
you will continue to reflect on these questions well after the days of the mission to
deepen the graces of our Lord. You are on a journey with the Lord, so making yourself
available to Him through daily prayer and participation at Mass and the Sacramental life
of the Church is essential to integrate the beautiful teachings of RIM into your life.

Additional Resources

The books listed below would be helpful to strengthen the truths you received at this
parish mission. These are some of my favorite books on prayer and healing:

○ Personal Prayer: A Guide for Receiving the Father's Love
by Fr. Thomas Acklin and Fr. Boniface Hicks ($25.00)

○ Be Healed: A Guide to Encountering the Powerful Love of Jesus
By Dr. Bob Schuchts ($15.00)

○ Pray to Your Father in Secret
by Dr. Jean LaFrance ($15.00)

○ God's Voice Within: The Ignatian Way to Discover God's Will
by Fr. Mark Thibodeaux ($14.00)

○ The Parish as a School of Prayer: Foundations for the New Evangelization
by Fr. Scott Traynor ($7.00)

○ Abiding in Christ: Staying with God in a Busy World
by Dc. James Keating ($5.00)

Know of my heartfelt prayers for you and you remain in relationship with the Lord,
receive your identity anew from Him at each moment, and respond to your God-given
mission this day and every day.

Love,

Fr. Scott Goodfellow

https://www.amazon.com/Personal-Prayer-Guide-Receiving-Fathers/dp/1645850234
https://www.amazon.com/Be-Healed-Guide-Encountering-Powerful/dp/1594714762
https://www.amazon.com/Pray-Your-Father-Secret-LaFrance/dp/0819860239
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Voice-Within-Ignatian-Discover/dp/0829428615
https://www.amazon.com/Parish-School-Prayer-Foundations-Evangelization/dp/0984379290
https://www.amazon.com/Abiding-Christ-Staying-Busy-World/dp/0998116467
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Sunday Night Outline - Remaining in Relationship

I. Opening Scripture: Luke 11:1-4.

II. Introducing Relationship, Identity, Mission.

A. Image of the Tree (Security, Maturity, Purity)

B. RIM and MIR (natural vs. unnatural ordering)

III. Priority of Relationship.

A. Relationships shape our identity and mission.

B. Relationship with God deepens as we spend time with Him.

IV. Remaining in Relationship.

A. Consistency and honesty in prayer form and deepen relationship.

B. Dealing with distractions, dryness, failures, and brokenness.

V. “Lord, teach us how to pray”

A. Prayer is a dialogue and a union with God.

B. Jesus’ contemplation notices the Father and responds to Him.
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VI. Relational Prayer.

A. Presence: when “He” becomes “You”.

B. Substance of prayer: naming thoughts, feelings, and desires.

C. Awareness of the three voices that speak to us in prayer.

D. Acknowledge, Relate, Receive, Respond: a practical model for dialogue.

VII. Closing Prayer and Blessing.

Notes:
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Sunday Reflection Questions for Prayer & Journaling

Prayer is a personal response to God’s presence. Be aware that God is present to you and
desires this time with you. Open your heart to listen to Him and be willing to make a
personal response as He invites you to reflect with Him honestly and without judgment.
Reflect on the questions you think will be most helpful to you at this time, and revisit the
rest at a later time.

My Relationship with God

1. What is the Lord’s love like for me personally? How does He want to be present to
me? How do I want to be present to Him?

2. Take time to relate to God what you would like more of in your relationship with
Him…

Take time to listen to what the Lord would want more of in His relationship with
you…

3. Lord, what are You inviting me to do at this time to deepen our communion?

My Time of Prayer

1. How do I spend my time of prayer? Does this structure of prayer support my
commitment to a personal relationship with the Lord? Is God inviting me to make
any changes regarding the time, place, content, consistency, or level of honesty in
my prayer to support our relationship?

2. Lord, I am inspired to talk with You more about...
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My Closeness to God

1. Lord, the time or occasion I felt closest to You was…

2. Using my closest moment I described above as my “10” moment, I would place
how close I feel to You now as...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
__________ __________ __________

Not at all close Somewhat close The closest I’ve ever
been

3. Lord, I experience closeness with you when...

4. Lord, instead of drawing near to You, I sometimes replace our closeness with...

My Response to God’s Presence

1. Share with the Lord a time you responded to His presence. What was that like for
you?

2. When do I find it easy to respond to the Lord? When do I find it difficult?

3. How is the Lord calling you to respond to Him at this time? How does that sit with
you?


